The title compound was obtained in a systematic investigation of the Pr-B-C system. Suitable amounts of B and C as powders and Pr chips were mixed together and cold-pressed into pellet (about 1 g), heated in an induction furnace, turned over and remelted three times to ensure their homogeneity. Then, the sample was wrapped in molybdenum foil and annealed in a silica tube under argon atmosphere at 1270 K for 340 h. Shiny black plate-like single crystals isolated from the crushed sample were mounted in a glass capillary for X-ray investigation. All handling was carried out under argon atmosphere in a glove box or through the Schlenk technique.
Discussion
The existence of Pr 5B2C5 was established in [1] , but only unit cell parameters were determined without specifying atomic coordinates. For Ln 5B2C5 (Ln = Y, Dy -Tm), the crystal structures were solved via X-ray single crystal methods [2] . In contrast to later rare-earth elements, the structure determination for early ones has been performed only for Gd 5B2C5 and Sm5B2C6. The crystal structure of Pr 5B2C5 contains finite CBC units, as well as isolated carbon atoms. The Pr sublattice consists of a three-dimensional framework resulting from the stacking of slightly corrugated two-dimensional square nets rotated by about 45°. Such a stacking along the c direction leads to the formation of octahedral voids and distorted bicapped square antiprismatic cavities centered by isolated carbon atoms and CBC units, respectively. The C1 and B1 atoms form nearly linear CBC units with BC distances of 1.475(6) Å, indicative of double bond character, and a CBC angle of 173.9(4)°. Pr1Pr1 distances are much shorter (3.4997(8) Å 3.6684(6) Å) than Pr1Pr2 
